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Val Troncea Regional Park (Piedmont, ltaly) is an
high-altitude protected area (1600-3000 m a.s.l.)
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Fig. 2 Analysis of spring count

To check rock partridge presence and spring density (males/surface)
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Fig. 1 Study area and recorded line tracks

with the winter snow cover, but in general a fall of both the spring
density (from 5.5 Km? in 2008 to 1.2 Km? in 2011) and the breeding
success (from 3.6 in 2008 to 0.3 in 2011) was registered, meaning the

population has been declining rapidly (Fig. 4)

Fig. 3 Analysis of summer count
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To improve the evaluation of actual monitored range and assess the

research effort, 6 GPS dog tracking systems were used during
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resulted equal to 6.2 Km<. This novel technique appears to be a great Fig. 4 Correlation between rock partridge spring

density and snow cover on the ground.
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Fig. 6 Recorded line track with a buffer of 40 m

VALUES OF 9 GPS EMPLOYED IN 2 COUNT DAYS

TIME MOVING TIME STOPPED TIME SPEED MAX AVERAGE SPEED TOTAL ASCENT TOTAL DISCENT
SUM SUM SUM AVERAGE AVERAGE SUM SUM
31,4 h 25,48 h 4,45 h 35,2 Km 4,88 KM 9685 m 9879 m
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References:

Bernard Laurent A. & J.T. Laurent (1984) Méthodes de recensement des perdrix bartavelles (Alectoris graeca saxatilis Bechstein 1805) au printemps; applications dans le Alpes Maritimes. Gibier Faune Sauvage, 4: 69-85.
Bernard Laurent A. & J.T. Laurent (1994) Méthodes de dénombrement des perdrix bartavelles males au chant et présentation des résultats. Office National de la Chasse, 193, notes techniques n. 79.

Bocca M. (1990) La Coturnice Alectoris graeca e la Pernice bianca Lagopus mutus in Valle d’Aosta: distribuzione, ecologia, dati riproduttivi e gestione. Regione Autonoma Valle D’Aosta, Aosta.

Broset H. (2000) Hunting effort and game vulnerability studies on a smoll scale: a new tecnique combing radio-telemetry, GPS and GIS. Journal of Applied Ecology, 37 (182-190)

Maurino L. (2007) Analisi dei censimenti primaverili di coturnice Alectoris graeca nel Parco Naturale Val Troncea. XIV Convegno Italiano di Ornitologia: Trieste 26 — 30 settembre 2007 .

Office National de la Chasse (1982) La Perdrix Bartavelle. Bulletin Mensuel Office National de la Chasse Office, notes techniques n. 8

Regione Piemonte (2007). Linee guida per la gestione e tutela delle specie di Fagiano di monte, Pernice bianca, Coturnice e Lepre variabile nella Regione Piemonte. Allegato alla Deliberazione della Giunta Regionale 8 marzo 2004, n. 48-11956.




